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RANI ABBAKKA 

Abbakka, queen of Ullal, a small principality (in what is now South 
Karnataka), had made a pledge to her dying mother that she would 
avenge her defeat and humiliation at the hands of the Portuguese. 
Defying her over-cautious husband, the king of Bangadi, and the 
under-confident nobles in her court, Rani Abbakka rallied her army 
to challenge the might of the Portuguese and wrest freedom for Ullal 
and later even for Mangalore. 


'Amor Cb.irra Kathas are a glorious tribute to India's rich cultural heritage. These books 
ha+e been an integral part of my children's early years, as they have been for many 
other (am I, os across India Comes are a great way of reaching out to children, inculcat¬ 
ing rood mg habits and driving their quest to learn more about our roots " 

- NARAYAN MURTHY, CHIEF MENTOR, INFOSYS 
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THE QUEEN WHO KNEW NO FEAR 
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H / RlVA*ABBAKKA, THE QUEEN OF ULLAL*WAS ON HER DEATH-BED. HER 
DAUGHTER AND SUCCESSOR, ABBAKKA DEW, WAS BV HER SIDE. 
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ALAS, 
ABBAKKA ? I LIE 
HERE HELPLESS, 
WHILE THE 
PORTUGUESE... 
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HUSH, 

MOTHER f VOU MUST 
NOT TIRE ■VOUR- 
SELF WITH SUCH 
THOUGHTS. I AM 
HERE. ANP I WILL 
NOT REST TILL 
I HAVE PRIVEN 
THEM OUT OF 
THE WEST 
COAST ! 




SMALL 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



'“/BEGAN BW REFUSING TO PAN TRIBUTE 

REACTED EXACTLY AS 


) 


/ HAD EXPECTED r 


WOUR MAJESTY, 
FOURTEEN PORTUGUESE 
WARSHIPS HAVE 
BEEN 5IGHTEP. 


MW MINISTERS WERE ALARMED " 


I THINK 
THEW WILL MAKE 
MANGALORE THEJR 
HEADQUARTERS 
AND THEN ATTACK 
US, WOUR. 
MAJESTV. 


WE WILL NOT 
WAIT FOR THEM TO 
ATTACK. WE ’LL CARRW 
THE WAR INTO THE 
ENEMAS CAMP. 

WE’LL TAKE THEM 
BW SURPRISE — 
TONIGHT ? 


WILL 
OUR FORCES 
BE ABLE TO 
WITHSTAND 

THEIR 
ATTACK ? 


* 
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RANIABBAKKA 



“WE SPOTTED THE FOURTEEN 
PORTUGUESE SHIPS ANCHORED THERE 


OUR ARCHERS WERE READ? WITH 
FIRE-TIPPED ARROWS.” 
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AMAR CHITA KATHA 


when we marched 

TOWARDS THSI? CAMPE 
ON SHORE, WE FOUND 1 
PORTUGUESE DRINKING 
AND DANC/NG.THEV 
HAD NOT EXPECTED 
US AT ALL. 




7D ULLAL IN TRIUMPH 


THAT WAS 
A BRILLIANT 
MOVE, VOUR 


THEN 
WILL TAKE 
VEARS TO 


FROM THIS 
BLOW! 


RANI ABBAKKA 



BUT H>£ HAD UNDERESTIMATED 
REINFORCEMENTS FROM 604 
UNAWARES. THEN LAID S/E6E 


S. THEN RECEIVED 
TURN TO BE CAUGHT 


4ND IT WAS 
70 ULLAL. 



V r 


V \ Y 

A 

til 





a 


/ HAD TO ACCEPT DEFEAT - 
A HUMILIATING DEFEAT. » 


WE AGREE TO PAN 
AN ANNUAL TRIBUTE 
TO THE PORTUGUESE 
AND WILL NOT TRADE 
WITH ANN FOREIGN 
COUNTRV OTHER 
THAN 

CVM5TI \n. AI 



ABBAKKA HEAVED A 6K3H AND 
CONTINUED. 




P / 




THE SHAME 
OF THAT DEFEAT 
STILL RANKLES IN MV 
MIND.OH l THE HUMILI¬ 
ATION OF IT/ HOW 
WILL MV SOUL 
EVER FIND 
PEACE P 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


DON’T, MOTHER l 
DON’T GRIEVE .' 
I WILL AVENGE 
VOUR 

HUMILIATION. 


I PROMISE 
VOU. 

I WILL. 



ii y y 

’ r i / 




/ 



\| 



* t 


AND THE OLD QUEEN 
BREATHED HER LAST. 




' 



WE ARE 
WITH <VOU, 
HOUR 
MAJESTY 


THE NEXT CM, ABBAKKA PEW MAS CROWNED QUEEN OF ULLAL. 


I NEED VOUR WHOLE¬ 
HEARTED CO-OPERATION 
TO MAKE ULLAL 
v STRONGER.SECURE. 

FREE f 


VICTOR V 
TO RANI 
ABBAKKA 
DEVI. 




t 
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RANIABBAKKA 



THEJR WRATH. I MUST MAKE 
HER CHANGE HER MIND. 


SHE HAS. THAT’S WHV 
I AM DETERMINED TO DRIVE 
THEM OUT. THEIR ONLV 
ADVANTAGE IS THE FORT 
^ THEV HAVE BUILT FOR 
g\ THEMSELVES AT 
Co MANGALORE 


I WILL STOP PAVING 
TRIBUTE TO THE 
ORTUGUE SE. I WILL 
NOT SELL THEM 


ISN’T THAT 
A RATHER RASH 
DECISION ? 


CLOTH 

EITHER 


AFTER THE CORONATION . ABBAKKA SPOKE TO HER HUSBAND , VEERA 
NARASIMHA , 77/E KING OF BANGAD/ y ABOUT HER FUTURE PLANS . 


t 


"V 


o o 


AND A DANGEROUS ONE -FOR 
ME. THE PORTUGUESE MIGHT THINK 
THAT I AM IN LEAGUE WITH HER;ANC 

o a k ir. a m uau lj a\ >tr m CArc 






HASN’T VO UR 
MOTHER TOLD VOU 
WHAT HAPPENED 
WHEN SHE TRIED 
TO REBEL ? 
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AMAR CHITA KATHA 









MANGALORE 
IS JUST ACROSS 
THE RIVER NETRAVATI. 
THEV COULP USE THE 
FORT TO ATTACK US. 
WHV DON'T VOU 
MAKE THEM 
QUIT THE 
FORT? 


Wi 




*r 








RANI ABBAKKA 








AND THEV 
ARE MV 
FRIENDS! 


MINE ! 


MOTHER,ARE 
<VOU RELUCTANT TO 

LET ME GO TO THE 
TEMPLE BECAUSE 
VOU ARE AFRAID 
OF THE 

, PORTUGUESE? 


JUST 77rBV ABBAKKA’S DAUGHTER 
CAME IN. 


MOTHER, I WANT 
TO GO TO THE 
TEMPLE OF 
LORD 

LOKESHWAR. 


BUT, 

DEAR, THE 
TEMPLE IS IN 
MANGALORE? 


SO WHAT, MOTHER ? 
MANGALORE BELONGS 
TO FATHER. BESIDES, 
THE PORTUGUESE 
CONFINE THEMSELVES 
TO THE FORT ON 
THE SEASHORE. 


N <. 


I AM NOT 
AFRAID OF THE 
PORTUGUESE! 
WU MAV VISIT 
THE TEMPLE 
TOMORROW 
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A MAR CHITRA KATHA 





HAVING GOT HER WAV. THE PRINCESS 
WALKED A WAV. 


WE SHOULD 
F1NP A GOOP 
HUSBANDFOR 
OUR 

DAUGHTER. 


HOUR 

NEPHEW ?THAT 
SPINELESS WASTREL? 
CERTAINLV NOT [ MV 
DAUGHTER SHALL 
MARRV A MAN 
OF CHARACTER 1 



I HAVE 

ALREAPV FOUND 
ONE. THE HEIR TO 
THE THRONE OF 
0ANGA PI — 

. MV NEPHEW! 




A 



wu HAVE NO 
RESPECT FOR ME 
OR MV KINSMEN. 
NEVER WILL I STE 
INTO VOUR 
KINGDOM 

AGAIN f 


Ctt/7" 
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RANIABBAKKA 



(L 


f 





UNAWARE OF HER FATHER’S INTENTIONS, THE PRINCESS LEFT ULLAL 
MANGALORE, m - 



LORD, STRENGTHEN 
THE HANDS OF MV £5= 
MOTHER . HELP US } ftt.V> 
DRIVE AWAV THE -<f 
„ PORTUGUESE. 1 Nil— — 


A~ THE TEMPLE 




^ A 




L. 


-JV. 
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AMAR CHITA KATHA 





IT IS N 
UNDER HIS 
ORDERS THAT 
WE HAVE COME 
HERE. 


WHAT f ^ 
ARMED MEN 
SENT BV M^/OWN 
FATHER ID 
CAPTURE 
V ME ! V 



LOOK ! 
SOLDIERS! 
THE9 MUST 
BE FROM 
ULLAL! 


RANIABBAKKA 


THE MEN WERE FROM ULLAL. THEW FEL 
UPON THE K/PNAPPERS ANP ROUTED 


AS THE</ ESCORTED THE 
PRINCESS BACK TO ULLAL 




ANP TO OUR 
SURPRISE,WE FOUND 
UOUR FATHER’S MEN 
TRYING TO CARRV 
v WU AWAV ! y 
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mm 



































































































































AMAR CHITA KATHA 



AS SHE CAMS OUT OF THE TEMPLE 


PRINCE 55, 
PLEASE COME 
WITH US. PON’T 
TRH TV RESIST. 
PON’T UTTER 
A CRV. 



HOW PARE VOU ! 
WHO ARE VOU f MV 
FATHER WILL MAKE 
yOU PAV FOR 
THIS WITH 
VOUR 




IT 15 
UNDER HIS 
ORDERS THAT 
WE HAVE COME 
HERE. 


WHAT! 
ARMED MEN 
SENT BV MV OWN 
FATHER TO 
CAPTURE 
ME ! 


r — 


/->■ 


is-tai 


^V! 





I WILL NOT 
BOW TO BRUTE 
FORCE. NOT EVEN 
FROM MV OWN 
. FATHER. 


REASONABLE, \ 
PLEASE PON’T 
COMPEL US 
TO... 


* . 


LOOK/ 
SOLDIERS l 
THEV MUST 
BE FROM 
ULLAL l 


i. 


RANIABBAKKA 




* 


* 

4 


THE MEN WERE FROM ULLAL. THEV FELL 
UPON THE KIDNAPPERS ANP ROUTED THEM. 



AS THEV ESCORTED THE 
PRINCESS BACK TO ULLAL 


EXPECTING 
TROUBLE FROM 

THE PORTUGUESE, 
THE QUEEN SENT 




ANP TO OUR 
SURPRISE,WE FOUNP 
VOUR FATHER’S MEN 
TRYING TO CARRV 
v VOU AWAVl y 



































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




r IF WE UNITE 
AND FIGHT, WE 
COULD DRIVE THE 
PORTUGUESE OU 
OF OUR 
LAND. ^ 


IMPOSSIBLE ! 
WE ARE NO 
MATCH FOR 
THEM. 


I WOULD ~</J 
ADVISE <VOU > 
NOT TD PROVOKE 
THEM. 


I WILL HAVE TO FIGHT 
THE PORTUGUESE 
ALONE. FOR FIGHT 

THEM I WILL- 

SINGLE-HANDED, 
IF NEED 


THEIR REACTIONS ONLH SERVED TO 
STRENGTHEN ABBA KKAS RESOLVE. 


AFTER THE WEDDING, ABBAKKA 
ADDRESSED A MEETING OF THE 
RAJAQ. 


*■ 


* 
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RANI ABBAKKA 



THEN SHE HAD BIGGER AND BETTER MERCHANT-SHIPS BUILT, FOR TRADE 
WITH DISTANT COUNTRIES . SOON — pv ~ ' ^ ~ 


‘TOUR 
MAJESTY, 
WE ARE RE 
TO SAIL FC 
ARABIA 


> HOU WILL 
SAIL AS SOON AS 
I RETURN FROM 

POLALI. 


DURGA AT POLALI\ 


ABBAKKA HAD OFTEN VISITED THE ANCESTRAL TEM 
BUT NEVER HAD HER PRATERS BEEN SO FERVENT. 


' MOTHER DURGA, N 
BLESS ME AND MV 
PEOPLE. WE NEED HOUR. 
BLESSINGS NOW AS 
WE HAVE NEVER 
NEEDED THEM > 


HER F/RST MOVE WAS TO RESTORE THE RUINED FORT OF ULLAL. 
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AMAR CHITA KATHA 



HOUR MAJESTV, OUR 
KING VEERA NARASIMHA 
HAS ORDERED US TO > 
\ TAKE <VOU TO / 

\ HIM. . . 


COME ? 


HALT f 


,\W\i 

^/y 




HER WORSHIP OVER, THE VALIANT QUEEN SET 
JOURNEY. SUDDENLY - r 


OUT ON HER HOMEWARD 




*y DON’T 
J MOPE A STEP 
- —FARTHER! 


WHEN AQBAKKA STEPPED 
OUT OP HER PALANQUIN 


WE HAVE BEEN ASKED 
VO USE FORCE. BUT WE 
WILL NOT. IF WE RETURN 
WITHOUT <VOU, HOWEVER, 
THE KING WILL 
CERTAINLH PUNISH 
US. 
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WELCOME | THE 
3REAT QUEEN OF ULLAL 
HAS AT LAST DEIGNED 
k TO VISIT US ! , 


S SHE IS N 

RIGHT. HOW 
COULD OUR KING 
ORDER THE CAPTURE 
OF HIS OWN 
V WIFE! > 


| MUST 


MV KINGDOM. STOP 
ME IF VOU 

DARE. y 


RANI ABBAKKA 


A WORD FROM 
VOU WOULD HAVE 
BROUGHT ME HERE 
MV HUSBAND. WHV DID 
VOU CHOOSE TO SEND 
ARMED MEN 
INSTEAD ? 


C i<? 

i/i 








DID THE PORTUGUESE 
ASK VOU TO CAPTURE 
ME ? HOW CAN VOU 

BEFRIEND ALIENS AND 
BETRAV VOUROWN 
V COUNTRVMEN ? 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




WHEN ABBAKKA RETURNED 70 ULLAL, 
SHE FOUND AN ENVOV FROM 
KOZHIKODE: AWAITING HER . 


© ALSO KNOWN AS CAL/CUT 
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KOZHIKODE 






RANI ABBAKKA 

r 1 


TELL THE 
ZAMORIN THAT 
OUR SHIPS SAJL 
NEXT WEEK. 


THE NEXT PAN, A PORTUGUESE ENVOV 
PRESENTED HIMSELF BEFORE THE 


QUEEN 




IF THE PURPOSE OF 
HOUR VISIT IS TO UTTER 
THREATS,HOU HAVE COME 
TO THE WRONG 
PLACE . 
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AMAR CHITA KATHA 





NOT HAPPU EITHER. 


THAT WAS 


THEV MAV 
INTERCEPT OUR 
SHIPS ON THE 
l. HIGH SEAS. . 


MOVE 


WE ARE A SOVEREIGN 
COUNTRY. WE PON’T PAH 
TRIBUTE TO PORTUGAL. 
AN P WE PON’T 
TAKE ORPERS 
. FROM TH E 
\ PORTUGUESE! ^ 


VOUR MAJESTY, 
<VOU WILL REGRET 
c<OUR STAMP. 


ABBAKKA’S OWN COUNSELLORS WERE 


ANP THE PORTUGUESE ENVOH 
STOMPED OUT. 


WW PON’T 
WE REQUEST THE 
QUEEN TO 
RECONSIDER 
HER DECISION ? 


THAT 

WOULDN’T BE 
OF AN*/ USE. 

SHE P/P NOT TAKE 
US INTO HER 
CONFIDENCE ABOUT 
THE REPLV SHE 
HAP PLANNEP 
FOR THE 




RANIABBAKKA 


UNMINDFUL OF THE RESENTMENT OF THE 
ELDERS , ABBAKKA WENT AHEAD WON 
HER PLANS. 


THE NEXT &¥/> THE SHIPS 
LOADED WITH SPICES 

cloth . *mm*t*m 


ANP 

















































































































































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


THE SHIPS CALLED AT THE POST OP 
ARABIA AND SOLD SPICES AND CLOTH 
AT A HUGE PROFIT . 


THE SHIPS SET OUT ON THE RETURN 
JOURNEY. ON THE WAN 





, 
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RANI ABBAKKA 


THE PORTUGUESE SAILORS SWUNG ON BOARD THE INDIAN SHIPS. 



THE LEADER OF ABBAKKA *S 
TOOK A QUICK DECISION. 
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AMAR CHITA KATHA 



ALL THE SHIPS EXCEPTING THE COMMANDER’S REACHED ULLAL. 



HOUR MAJESTV, OUR 
COMMANDER KEPT THEM 
BUSH WHILE WE ESCAPER 
HIS SHIP MUST HAVE 
BEEN CAPTUREPBV 
THE ENEMY. 



RANIABBAKKA 


A SPECIAL ENVOV LEFT ULLAL FOR 
MANGALORE. | -— 





COMMANDER . |--- 

- 1 OUR QUEEN VIEWS 

THE ATTACK MADE ON OUR SHIPS 
AS AN ACT OF PIRACV. SHE DEMANDS 
THE IMMEDIATE RELEASE OF 

OUR CAPTURED SHIP... , i2± 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



EVEN AS THE ENDOW 6ETOOTON 
RETURN JOURNEY, THE COMMANDER 
BARKED OUT HIS ORDERS. 



ABBAKKA STOOP 



rvu Trie CANNONS BOOMED FROM 
THE RIVER, j--- 


so the 

PORTUGUESE HAVE 
REPLIED! MOTHER, 
BLESS ME. THE 
TIME TO ADENGE 
90UR DEFEAT 



RANIABBAKKA 



AS THE QUEEN MADE ARRANGE¬ 
MENTS FOR A MILITARY EXPEDITION 
AGAINST THE PORTUGUESE ... 


• • • 


MOPLAH SAILORS WHO HAD NOT WET 
LEFT ULLAL FDR KOZHIKODE, APPROACHED 
HER 

yOUR MAJESTY, 

WHEN THE PORTUGUESE 
ATTACKED OUR SHIPS 
VOUR BRAVE SOLDIERS 
FOUGHT WITH US. UOU 
MUST ALLOW US TO 
HELP VOU FIGHT THE 
PORTUGUESE 



I AM 

GRATEFUL TO 

you FOR UOUR 

KIND GESTURE . 
UOU ARE WELCOME 
TO JOIN US. 


THE SOLDIERS OF ULLAL AND THE 
MOPLAHS SET SAIL FOR MANGALORE . 





THE PORTUGUESE SPOTTED THE 
SOLDIERS OF ULLAL AS THEW ADVANCED 
ALONG THE SHORES OF MANGALORE. 

















































































































































AMAR CHITA KATHA 



THE INCESSANT FIRE OF THE PORTUGUESE GUNS AND CANNONS, THE 
S SOLDIERS OF ULLAL ROPE TOWARDS THE FORT... 


17 

/ 
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THE GATES OF THE FORT WERE 
FORCED OPEN FROM WITH IN, ANP 
ABBAKKA’S SOLDIERS STORMED 
IN. - -- 
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RANIABBAKKA 


r 




THE ULLAL ARWV TOOK THE GOLD 
STORED IN THE FORT AS COMPENSATION 
FOR THE SOLDIERS KILLED BU THE 


AFTER A FUTILE ATTEMPT TO STOP 
THEM , THE PORTUGUESE SOLDIERS 
SURRENDERED. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


WHEN Rl&ERO BROUGHT THE NEWS 
OF THE FALL OF FORT MANGALORE, 
THE PORTUGUESE GOVERN OR OF GOA 
REACTED SHARPLY. t - 




' ENCOURAGEP 

BY THE SUCCESSOF 
ABBAKKA,THE OTHER 
RULER5 TOO MIGHT TR<V 
TO DEFY US. ABBAKKA 
V MUST BE 

/V CRUSHED. ^ 



SOLDIERS,THIS 
SHALL BE THE DECISIVE 
WAR, LET US FIGHT VWTH 
ALL OUR MIGHT AND 
DEFEAT THE 
PORTUGUESE ONCE 
V AND FOR ALL. 


VICTOR*/ 
TO RANI 

ABBAKKA/ 


A PORTUGUESE FORCE LED BY 
COUTINHO RUSHED FROM GOA 
TO ULLAL AND LAID SIEGE TO 
THE FORT. 


THE DAUNTLESS ABBAKKA ADDRESSED 
HER MEN . 


RANI ABBAKKA 



ABBAKKA THREW OPEN THE GATES OF 
THE FORT AND LED HER MEN TO 
BATTLE. 



FOUR DANS OF SUCH FIGHTING WERE ENOUGH FOR THE PORTUGUESE. THEY 
BEAT A HASTY RETREAT, NEVER TO TROUBLE ULLAL AGAIN. 



LATER ABBAKKA HELPED VENKATAPPA NAYAK, THE KING OF KELADI, TO TAKE 
THE FORT OF MANGALORE . THE PORTUGUESE WERE COMPLETELY DRIVEN 
OUT OF MANGALORE MUCH LATER BY SHIVAPPA NAYAK, THE GREATEST 
OF THE KINGS WHO RULED KELADI. 
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